2CS3 Communication Skills

Fall 2006
Assignment 3

Instructor: Devorah Abrams Farmer

Assigned: October 2, 2006

Due: October 16, 2006

SPEECHES

The Turing Award is given each year by the ACM (Association for Computer

Machinery) to “an individual selected for contributions of a technical

nature made to the computing community”. It is usually considered the

most prestigious award in computing—the “Noble Prize of Computing”.

(See http://www.acm.org/awards/taward.html/ for more information.)

You can choose one of the 38 Turing Award winners. For this exercise

you are required to prepare and give an oral presentation and paper on your chosen

Turing Award winner to the class. The presentation should be 5 minutes

long not counting questions at the end. The choice of presentation style

and visual aids is open; you should choose whatever you feel will be most

effective for your presentation. The order of the presentations will be

randomly selected.

Your presentation should include the following information:

1. A biographical sketch of the Turing Award winner.

2. A discussion of the award winner’s interests and work in computing.

3. An explanation of the contribution for which the award was given.

Marking Criteria

The following criteria will be used to mark your oral presentation:

1. The start.

2. Rapport with audience.

3. Organization.

4. Command of subject.

5. Balance.

6. Delivery.

7. Visual aids.

8. The finish.

9. Response to questions.

10. Overall effectiveness.

PAPERS

Write a one to two page paper on your assigned Turing Award winner. It should

include the same information as the oral presentation, but the organization

and presentation of the information should be different.

The paper should be exactly one single-spaced page with 11 pt. font, 1.5

in. left and right margins, and 1 in. top and bottom margins. The title of

the paper, the name of the author, the course number, the exercise number,

and the date should appear on the title page of the paper.

Marking Criteria

The following criteria will be used to mark your written work.

1. Heading.

2. The start.

3. Organization.

4. Command of subject.

5. Balance.

6. Grammar and spelling.

7. Use of language.

8. Appearance.

9. The finish.

10. Overall effectiveness.
REVIEWS


Reviews of your partner’s papers will be 1 page long.  Your partner will review your work and you will review theirs.  Please be thoughtful and give your partner plenty of time to review your paper before it has to be submitted.

Turing Award Winners – Pick one only         

 1. 1994 Edward Feigenbaum       

 2. 1993 Richard E. Stearns      

 3. 1991 Robin Milner            

 4. 1990 Fernando J. Corbato'    

 5. 1989 William (Velvel) Kahan  

 6. 1988 Ivan Sutherland         

 7. 1986 Robert Tarjan           

 8. 1972 E.W. Dijkstra           

 9. 1983 Ken Thompson           

10. 1976 Michael O. Rabin        

11. 1986 John Hopcroft           

12. 1985 Richard M. Karp         

13. 1970 J.H. Wilkinson          

14. 1983 Dennis M. Ritchie       

15. 1977 John Backus             

16. 1976 Dana S. Scott           

17. 1971 John McCarthy           

18. 1975 Allen Newell            

19. 1973 Charles W. Bachman       

20. 1969 Marvin Minsky           

21. 1984 Niklaus Wirth          

22. 1996 Amir Pnueli             

23. 1992 Butler W. Lampson      

24. 1974 Donald E. Knuth         

25. 1968 Richard Hamming        

26. 1987 John Cocke              

27. 1975 Herbert A. Simon        

28. 1966 A.J. Perlis              

29. 1982 Stephen A. Cook         

30. 1981 Edgar F. Codd           

31. 1980 C. Antony R. Hoare      

32. 1979 Kenneth E. Iverson      

33. 1967 Maurice V. Wilkes        

34. 1978 Robert W. Floyd         

35. 1997 Douglas Engelbart       

36. 1994 Raj Reddy               

37. 1993 Juris Hartmanis         

38. 1995 Manuel Blum    

