Assignment 4

Computer Science 2CS3 Communication Skills

Instructor: Devorah Abrams Farmer

Assigned: October 19, 2006

Due:  Monday October 30, 2006

The objective of this assignment is to formulate and present a proposal to change some aspect of the undergraduate Computer Science program or some aspect of McMaster University. 

There will be five-minute oral presentations of the proposal, and a one-page written proposal that should be addressed to the members of the 2CS3 class, to the faculty members of the Department of Computing and Software, or to the members of the Senate. Please indicate both at the presentation and on the written proposal which audience you are addressing the proposal to.

The proposal should include five components:

1. The title of the proposal.

2. The objective of proposal.

3. The approach proposed for achieving the objective.

4. The expected impact if the objective is to be achieved.

5. The estimated cost to implement the proposal.

The written presentations are to be one page long proposals containing the following components:

1. A heading consisting of the title of the proposal, the names of the

authors, and the date.

2. A section named “Objective” that presents the objective of the proposal.

3. A section named “Approach” that presents the proposed approach.

4. A section named “Impact” that presents the expected impact.

5. A section named “Cost” that presents the estimated cost to implement

the proposal.

The one-page papers should be single-spaced with 11 pt. font, 1.5 in. left and right

margins, and 1 in. top and bottom margins. 

The oral presentations should include the same information as the written presentations.

Marking

The written and oral presentations will be marked on the basis of the following

criteria:

1. Title and presentation of the objective 

2. Presentation of the approach 

3. Presentation of the impact 

4. Presentation of the cost 

5. Organization and balance 

6. Command of subject 

7. Writing/speaking delivery 

8. Overall effectiveness 
