
IO in Java



Byte Streams

● byte streams performs input and    
output of 8-bit bytes
● byte stream classes are descended 
from InputStream and OutputStream
● files are one type of type streams
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Buffered Streams

unbuffered I/O handle read and write 
directly by underlying OS:
such request often triggers disk access, 
network activity ...

buffered I/O reads data from memory and 
writes first to memory:
most likely do read/ write when buffer is 
empty/full
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Command Line I/O

Two ways: Standard Streams and Console

Standard Stream:
● Feature of many OS
● By default, I/O to the display
● Java supports three Standard Streams: 
Standard Input, Standard Output, Standard Error 



Command Line I/O

Two ways: Standard Streams and Console

Console:
● More advanced alternative
● a single, predefined object of type Console
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